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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 20429 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, GW, GE, WB, US, UK, FR 

SUBJECT: QUADRIPARTITE AMBASSADORIAL LUNCHEON: DIS- 
CUSSION OF INNER-GERMAN TRANSIT NEGOTIATIONS 
AND OTHER BERLIN MATTERS 

REF: BONN 20378 

1 . THE REGULAR MONTHLY QUADRIPARTITE AMBASSADORIAL 
LUNCHEON HOSTED TODAY BY THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR, ATTENDED 
BY THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN AMBASSADORS AND STATE SECRE- 
TARY GEHLHOFF, WAS LARGELY DEVOTED TO A REHASH OF LAST 
NIGHT'S DISCUSSION OF THE INNER-GERMAN TRANSIT NEGO- 
TIATIONS. GEHLHOFF EXPRESSED THE APPRECIATION OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT FOR THE PROMPT AND FAVORABLE RESPONSE THIS 
MORNING OF ALL THREE ALLIED AMBASSADORS TO THE GERMAN 
REQUEST FOR CONCURRENCE IN THE PROPOSED PACKAGE OF 
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE FRG AND THE GDR (COMMENT: ALL 
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CES DURING THE COURSE OF THE MORNING SO THAT FRG 
CABINET CONSIDERATION WAS ABLE TO PROCEED AS DESIRED 
BY THE CHANCELLOR). 

2. GEHLHOFF FRANKLY ADMITTED HIS OWN PERSONAL 
EMBARRASSMENT AS HAVING HAD TO REQUEST ACTION SO PREC- 
IPATEDLY, AND CONFESSED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IT- 
SELF HAD ONLY BEEN PARTIALLY INFORMED UP TO THE LAST 
MINUTE AS TO THE STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. INSTRUCT- 
IONS TO THE GERMAN NEGOTIATORS HAD BEEN COMING DIRECTLY 
OUT OF THE CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE AND FREQUENTLY FROM THE 
CHANCELLOR HIMSELF. HE COMMENTED THAT, IN THE FUTURE, 

IT WAS OBVIOUSLY ESSENTIAL THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
BE KEPT MORE CURRENTLY POSTED BY THE CHANCELLERY ON 
FRG-GDR NEGOTIATIONS SO THAT IT COULD CARRY OUT MORE 
EFFECTIVELY ITS RESPONSIBILITY OF INFORMING AND 
CONSULTING WITH THE THREE ALLIES IN THE BONN GROUP. 

ALL THREE AMBASSADORS EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THIS WAS 
HIGHLY DESIRABLE AND THAT THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED IN 
THIS CASE WAS INADEQUATE TO PERMIT AN ORDERLY EXAMINA- 
TION OF THE PROPOSED AGREEMENTS. 

3. THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION OF VAN WELL'S PRESENTA- 
TION AT THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING IN BRUSSELS 
(SECTO 24035) IN THE COURSE OF WHICH HE SUGGESTED THAT 
THE THREE ALLIED AMBASSADORS SHOULD TAKE A HARD LINE 
WITH AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV IN REFUTING SOVIET CLAIMS 
AND TO BRING ABOUT A CHANGE IN THE SOVIET POSITION. IT 
QUICKLY BECAME OBVIOUS THAT GEHLHOFF HAD NO CONCRETE 
EXAMPLES TO PROVIDE OF CASES WHERE A HARDER LINE MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATE, AND EACH OF THE THREE ALLIED 
AMBASSADORS EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT WHAT THEY HAD BEEN 
SAYING TO ABRASIMOV MET THE NEEDS OF EACH OCCASION AND 
OF THE PARTICULAR SUBJECTS UNDER DISCUSSION. THEY ALL 
AGREED THAT, WHILE THE WESTERN POSITION HAD TO BE 
STAUNCHLY MAINTAINED, THE CHANCE OF BRINGING ABOUT ANY 
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN THE STANDARD SOVIET POSITION WAS 
MINIMAL. 
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